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Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Prior to the examination of the present application, please amend the application 
as follows: 

In the Specification: 

Please delete the paragraph on page 1, under the heading "CROSS REFERENCE 
TO RELATED APPLICATIONS" and insert the following replacement paragraph: 

[0001] This application is a continuation of 09/641,587, filed August 17, 2000, 
which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Application 09/492,935, filed January 27, 2000, 
which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Application 09/378,567, filed August 19, 1999, 
the disclosures of which are herein incorporated by reference in their entirety.— 
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I hereby certify under 37 CFR 1.10 that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as "Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee" with sufficient postage on the date indicated 
above and is addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, Washington, 
D.C. 20231 
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In the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 1-2 and 23 through 72, as filed herewith without prejudice. 
Remarks 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are in 
condition for allowance. Please apply any charges not covered, or any credits, to 
Deposit Account 50-1355. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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